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November 22, 2020
Parents/Guardians:
I hope this letter finds you well. You may have seen information in the media regarding
climbing COVID-19 positivity rates, Yellow, Orange and Red zones, and potential school
closures. Please be assured that we have no plan to close our schools unless we are mandated to
do so as we are not in a “Yellow Zone”. We are working very closely with state and local
officials to determine the exact role that schools play in stopping the spread of COVID-19. As a
district, we have not experienced one incident of school-based infection. The steps that we have
taken to ensure the safety of your children are working and we are one of the few school
districts that have been able to maintain full time in-person instruction.
Currently, based on rising COVID-19 infection rates, Suffolk County is faced with a potential
“Yellow Zone” designation. If this designation were to occur, it would require school districts
take certain steps to maintain in-person instruction.
If our area is designated as a “Yellow Zone”, we will be able to continue in-person instruction
if 20% of employees and in-person students agree to be tested over a two-week period. If our
test results are lower than the threshold set by New York State, based on current guidelines we
will be able to continue with in-person instruction and the requirement to test students and staff
will no longer exist. We are working with local health officials and testing laboratories to
determine what steps we need to take to accomplish the task of getting 20% of our in-person
population tested.
The second option is to place all students on remote instruction for two-week increments until
the “Yellow Zone” designation is lifted. We believe that in-person instruction is extremely
important and hope that if this “Yellow Zone” designation ever occurs, the plans that we are
currently developing will lead to satisfy the testing requirements that the State has laid out and
allow us to remain open for in-person instruction.
Thank you for your patience and cooperation during these frustrating times. The school to
home partnership has never been stronger and I am proud of the trust and faith that this
partnership continues to foster. We will get through this and normalcy will return - working
together will ensure that it returns as quickly as possible. If you have questions or concerns,
please do not hesitate to reach out.
Be well and have a wonderful Thanksgiving!
Yours in safety,
Daniel McKeon
Superintendent of Schools
East Moriches UFSD

